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Bdith Louise Cavell was

born in 1865 in the Norfolk vill-
age of Swardeston, about 5 miles
south of Norwich. She was the eld-
est of four children.of the Rev'd
and Mrs Frederick Cavell,

As a child Edith loved to
sketch and paint in the country-
side near her home., She was fond
of, and accustomed to, children
and was often found helping her
parents with the regular distrib-

ution of charity to the poorer

parishioners,
She left home for Norwich
: : e
High School at the age of sixteen @, S26 mbmtacr%Lc T
and by the time she was nineteen #And bring the vace of Huns to deeper shame, |

she had become an accomplished
governess.,

In her mid-twenties she

- g SE EDITH ELL
went abroad for the first time and 7655-A. y. "at Brussels, October. 19I5,

worked for a family in Brussels,
becoming fluent in French.

By 1903 she was an Assistant Matron aul was training nurses in
the well known Florence Nightingale principles, and, in 1914 on the out-
brezk of the first World War, she took charge of the Red Cross in Bruss-
els, During the first few months of the War she sheltered about two
hundred allied soldiers ané helped to get them away through Holland after
which they mainly passed on to England and then rejoined their units,

On the 5th August,1915 Edith was arrested and, after a hurried
"trial", was found guilty of treason and was sentenced to death, She was
actually executed on the 15th,0ctober,1915 by firing squad.



1915. October 12th.

Proclamation by the Tribunal of the Imperial
German Council of War sitting at Brussels thatsix people,
including Nurse Edith Cavell, had been condemned to death

for conspiring together to commit treason. Signed by the
Governor of the City, General von Bissing.

PROCLAMATION,

“The Tribunal of the Tmperisl Ccrman Councll of | Was' sltting ia Brasssls
S T o

Coudemncd to Death for conspiring logether fo commil Treason ;=
Edith Cavell, Toaches, of Drusele
Philippe Rancq, Architect, of Brusels,
Jeanoe de Belleville, of Montignies.
Loulse Thuilier, Profemor at Lille,
Louls Bererin, Chomist, of Brussels,
Albert Litios, Lawyer, of Moos

hn}mmmmmmu«mmmuu yeerd’
dard labour :—

Heemann Caplan, Esgineer, of Wamm
Ada Bodast, of Brussels.
Goorges Derrean, Chemist, of Phlumges,
Mary de Crog, of Belfiguiss.
At the same sitting, the War Councl toadpmned 17 others chasged with traason
aguinat the Imperial Armins 1o of pezal ituds
varying from Lwo o eight yeams
The seatences passed on Bancq aad Edith Cavell have already been fally
=mcuted
The Govesnor.Geseral of Braswels Brisgs these facts Lo the kndwledge of the
TPublic that they may servs as & warning.
The Governor of (Be City,
Brussels, 1204 October, 1913, UENERAL YON BISSING.

Unused, divided back card produced by Dobson,Mollie &
Co Ltd, Edinburgh and London and stating the actual document

was at that time in a private collection,
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1916, July 31st.

Miss Edith Cavell.
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lichement assassinée 1, G (’,"" =y L
par unofficier allemand \. = 5_ oo t P
v 5
Condamu ¢ & mort par un tribunal mililaire en

Belg!ﬁ::e, pour aveir favorisé Uévasion de soldals
an et belges, miss Edith Cavell, de Norwich,

infirmiére volontaire, est amenée au poleau d'exé-

cution le 12 octobre aw lever du jour. Elle lombe
évanouie. L'officier allemand donne & ses soldats
Pordre de jaire feu; ils hésilent & lirer sur le
corps pantelant d'une femme, Le monsire ga-
lonné tire son revolver el penché sur la victime
lui brile froidement la cervelle.

. (REMEMBER!) SOUVENEZ-VOUS!

Cavell

Office

Laurveys, imp. édit., 17, r. d’Engnien, Paris.

Special picture postcard produced by Interdide Vize,Paris,

The

Passed by Censor markinge

No. 870, artist-signed "Carrey". The piciure side showing Hiss
having just been "lMartyred" by the Germaus.

card is addressed to Kent and caicelled by.Army Post
R.18, together with the rubber stamp "A.C.Evans" ( an

Officer Commanding the writer's unit) and a red hexagonal



detalls of her arrest and

-y 4 i~ P B By
eventual execution,

Miss Cavell was arrested
on August sth. Appa-
rently it was not till
August g31st that the
American Minister heard of
the arrest. !

Prevarications

He wrote instantly to
the German authorities, but
it was not till September
12th that he received a
reply. On that date the
American Minister was in-
formed that the charge was;
of assisting British and
French soldiers and Bél-
gians of military age to
cross the frontier in order
to take up arms against
the German army. A
Belgian lawyer had already
been employed by her
friends to defend her. The
trial took place on the 7th
and the 8th of October.

Sentence was deferred.

The American Minister received an undertaking
that he would be informed of the result of the
trial in good time, and this promise was repeated at
six o’clock on the evening of October 11th. At eight
o’clock on the evening of that same day—more fateful
than he realised at the moment—the American Minister
learned from an outside source that sentence of death
had been passed on Miss Cavell at five o’clock, and that
she was to be executed at two o’clock on the following
morning.

At once the American Minister exerted himself to
use the few remaining hours left to him by the
shortness of the notice to save the life of Miss Cavell.
He got a petition for pardon drawn up and sent to
the German authorities; he sent the Secretary of his
Legation to seek out the Spanish Ambassador, and the
two went to the Director of Civil Affairs, the Baron von
der Lancken, to beg for a postponement of the execu-
tion. The Baron at first denied that senténce had beéen
passed or was to be carried out during the night; but
he was induced, apparently, to make inquiry, and then
had to avow that the statements were correct. It re-
quired some urging to induce him to ask by telephone
for mercy from the German Governor. The Governor
replied that he had, after “mature deliberation,” de-
cided not to intervene. Accordingly, Miss Cavell was
executed at the appointed kour.
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Red Cross Movement, and
Featuring both Edith Cavel
and Florence Ni




Nurse Edith Cavell,

Special labels produced in sheets with multiple
designs, apparently just four in all, and published

by Winox Limited, of Richmond,Surrey,England.

Cinderella items which are quite sought after for their
thematic appeal, particulary for Zeppelin and Shipping types.
Normally produced in itwo operations with the central vignette
in black., The above example has both the vignette and border

in grey-black,



Nurse Edith Cavell.

Special label produced in remembrance
together with real photograph type picture postcard

showing the Tomb of Miss Cavell.
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Nurse fdith Cavell,

Nurse Cavell was regarded as a heroine by the allies
for her actions during the First World War, both in her

treatment of the injured, and for her assistance to those

who sousht to get back to the allied lines without capture.

J:(n "3“06' ¢ muden in Brusels
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MeMoRIAL erecTED IN BRussELs
_ 10 russEpimh [ mu
KiLten By THE cERMANS

Two examples of propaganda postcards produced shorily

after the end of the War which show vi¥idly what the Belgians
thought of her having been killed (ﬂurdkved) by the Germans

on the 12th,August,1915.



Nurse Edith Cavell.

Special labels produced in sheets of multiple designs

with the central wvignette in black and the border in

P

various coloured., All anti-German "ropaganda iypes and

published by Winox fitd, of Richmond, Surrey,England.
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Publithed by
WiNOX _LID
Kichmond, S®rrey,
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A EDITH CAVE
A MARIED

Monument erecled to the memory of Edith Cavell and Mary Depage



ﬂ»." B = oy D i, oY
iss EDITH c;we%'t. 55 EDITH CAVELL

= LA NURSE MARTYRE A NURSE MARTYRE

RIEN 5:8 Xriemanns

S BEL GES SOUVENEZ-VOUS! [l B ( 0

RIEN 58 Xiitaan

Miss EDITH CAVELL ED -
'l.A NURSE MARTYRE fll,ﬂ.ﬂﬁ'ﬂulmﬂﬁ

RIEN b5 xiievanos IR B RIEN 05 it ehanos:

s EDITH CAVEL

from a

| A el W |
1ss EDITH CAVELL
LA NURSE MARTYRE

RIENB2REERENDS

specially

Sold in

r the




Tl

Nurse Edith Cavell,

1917, August 12th,

Soldier's cover to England from the War Zone
in Belgium and with manuscript S.M. Soldier's endorsement at the
top. No stamp was necessary but a patriotice label
featuring Nurse Cavell has been applied in lieu and this has been
"eancelledﬁ by 2 bilingual Belgian Military-post datestamp, No 4.

These labels were produced in aid'pf‘ned_

Cross funds and were sold in specially prepared booklets containing
panes of eight labels.
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Nurse Edith Cavell,

Heroine nurse of World War I and exeéuted by
the Germans eon the 12th August,1915. She was honoured

by several Countries in a number of different ways.

o f
:’/{Zu rfﬂ{-
T have scen death so often that it is not strange or painful
to me. I am glad to die for my Country.”

Brussers, Ocrober 121th, 19135,

Wy}

ilk postcard,printed on the actual
silk, showing Nurse Cavell with her
two dogs, and believed produced in

France,
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